TEXAS STATE SOIL & WATER

CONSERVATION BOARD

REX ISOM RETIRES FOLLOWING DISTINGUISHED
CAREER IN TEXAS CONSERVATION

After nearly four decades of dedicated service to natural resource conservation in Texas, the Texas
State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) proudly recognizes the retirement of Executive
Director Rex Isom, whose leadership, vision, and steadfast commitment have left a lasting impact on
conservation efforts across the state.

A native of Idalou, Texas, Rex [som graduated from Idalou High School in 1974. Later he graduated
from Texas Tech University in 1979, and joined TSSWCB in 1987 as the South Plains Field
Representative, serving local soil and water conservation districts and agricultural producers
throughout the region. In 2003, he accepted the role of Interim Executive Director, and in 2004, he
was officially selected to lead the agency as Executive Director.

Since the establishment of the TSSWCB in 1939, only seven individuals have held the title of
Executive Director. Isom now retires as the agency’s longest continuously serving Executive Director
in its history. Preceding him in this role were: James Moore (2002-2003), Robert “Bob” Buckley
(1989-2002), Harvey Davis (1961-1977 and 1983-1989) A.C. Spencer (1955-1961 and 1978-1982)
and finally, the Father of the conservation district program in Texas, V.C. Marshall (1940-1955).

Throughout his tenure, Isom oversaw the agency’s efforts to conserve and protect Texas’ natural
resources while coordinating programs and activities among the state’s 216 soil and water
conservation districts. Under his leadership, the agency administered more than $920 million in
state and federal conservation funding supporting programs focused on soil health, water quality,
flood control, watershed protection, and land stewardship.

Beyond his professional accomplishments, Isom has remained deeply committed to his community,
faith, and agricultural education. Rex serves as the Chairman of the Administrative Board at
Idalou Methodist Church and a member of the Idalou Economic Development Board. He has
served as Secretary and an executive committee member on the Texas FFA Foundation Board of
Directors since 2010 and has been on the Texas Parks and Wildlife Texas Farm and Ranch Lands
Conservation Council since 2015. He also serves on the Board of Directors for the South Plains
Fellowship of Christian Athletes and Member of the Texas Tech Chapter of the National Football
Foundation.

Rex also served as the Chairman for the National Watershed Coalition, past member and President
of Idalou School Board, Past Member and President of TTU National Alumni Association. Rex was
recognized as a Texas Tech Davis College of Agriculture Sciences & Natural Resources — Gerald W.
Thomas Outstanding Agriculturalist Award Winner in 2024. He also received the Champion Award in
July 2022 by the Agriculture Teacher’s Association of Texas, an honorary FFA Lonestar Degree given
by Texas FFA Association in July 2011, and was recognized as Man of the Year by Idalou Chamber of
Commerce in 2010.

Rex and his wife of 46 years, Nancy, have 3 children and 7 grandchildren.

“Rex Isom’s leadership and unwavering dedication to conservation have shaped the future of natural
resource stewardship in Texas,” said Scott Buckles, TSSWCB Chairman. “His impact on this agency,
our conservation partners, and the countless landowners and communities served through these
programs will be felt for generations to come.”

The TSSWCB extends its sincere gratitude to Rex Isom for his years of service, leadership, and
commitment to conserving Texas’ soil and water resources.
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PROGRAM UPDATES

WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN PROGRAM

With the enactment of Senate Bill 503 (73rd Regular Session - Sims / Counts) in 1993, the Texas
Legislature designated the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) the lead
agency in the state for the abatement, management, and prevention of nonpoint source pollution
from agricultural or silvicultural sources. Additionally, the Legislature authorized the agency to
administer a certified water quality management plan (WQMP) program, complete with a cost-
share program to incentivize participation and offset the cost of implementing soil and water land
improvement measures, for lands within the state. For FY2026 as of June 24, 165 WQMPs have
been certified on 124,836 total acres.

FLOOD CONTROL PROGRAM

e The State Board approved $5,000,000 for dam operation and maintenance (O&M) grants for
fiscal year 2026. Work on proposals received is currently underway. The current balance
of FY 2026 funding available is about $2.5 million, with approximately $500,000 reserved
for emergency work and easement re-filing. Proposals are currently being accepted, but any
remaining funds will be re-allocated to structural repair in July. Work on funded proposals
must be completed within 90 days of Purchase Order date. Guidance for O&M in Fiscal Year
2026 may be found in the “O&M Policy and Procedures Manual” which may be downloaded
from the TSSWCB Flood Control website.

* Applications for structural repair for FY 2027 are currently being accepted, with a submission
deadline of August 31, 2026. The FY 2026 application ranking has been posted on the
TSSWCB-Flood Control website. Projects proposed for funding in FY 2026 have also
been posted on the TSSWCB website. For more information, please see the “Policies and
Procedures — Structural Repair” manual which is posted on the TSSWCB Flood Control
website. Currently, $115 million is needed to repair about 162 flood control program dams
in Texas, and $4.2 Billion is needed to upgrade and rehabilitate about 600 high hazard dams
where downstream urban development has resulted in public safety issues.

CARRIZO CANE ERADICATION PROGRAM

Since the last quarterly report, 600.0 acres of Carrizo cane was treated by aerial application in
Maverick and Starr counties for a total cost of $375,000.00. Currently, we are in the process
of overseeing the treatment of 884.0 acres of Carrizo cane by aerial application in Cameron,
Hidalgo, Maverick, Starr, and Val Verde counties.

ON THE GROUND PROGRAM

TSSWCB was able to secure a renewed contract from Texas A&M AgriLife to continue providing
conservation planning as part of the Texas Conservation and Sustainability Initiative (TCSI).
TCSI is a state-wide USDA-funded grant that provides both technical and financial assistance
to producers for the implementation of conservation practices that improve soil health. More
information can be found at https://tcsi.tamu.edu

TEXAS NONPOINT SOURCE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

The 2025 Annual Report on managing nonpoint source pollution in Texas is jointly published by
the TSSWCB and Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and is a culmination of
the State’s efforts to ensure and improve the quality of water in Texas. The report highlights the
State’s efforts during fiscal year 2025 to collect data, assess water quality, implement projects
that reduce or prevent nonpoint source pollution, and educate and involve the public to improve
and maintain the quality of water resources for current and future generations of Texans. View
report here.
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PROGRAM UPDATES

COMMUNICATIONS & OUTREACH

 The 2026 Annual Meeting of Texas Soil and Water Conservation District Directors will be held
in Round Rock at Kalahari Resort, September 28-30th. Pre-Registration and hotel room block
will open July 1st.

2026 CONSERVATION AWARD WINNERS

Conservation Farmer: Boening Bros. Dairy, Inc., Wilson County #301
Conservation Rancher: Sneary Cattle Co., Matagorda County #316
Outstanding SWCD: Trinity-Neches SWCD #422
Conservation Teacher: Brittany Kuykendall, Throckmorton SWCD #543
Wildlife Conservationist: Harris Ranch, Nueces Frio Sabinal SWCD #221
Friend of Conservation: Anne Thornton, Collin County SWCD #3535
Junior Essay: Xavian Flores, Parmer SWCD #140
Senior Essay: Karlee White, Red River County SWCD #423
Poster K-2nd Grade: Hattie Rollins, Palo Pinto SWCD #3518
Poster 3rd-6th Grade: Anastasia Miller, Karnes County #343

NEW TSSWCB GOVERNOR APPOINTEE NAMED

Governor Greg Abbott appointed Lindsey Bowers to the State Soil and Water Conservation
Board for terms set to expire on February 1, 2028. The Board administers Texas’ soil and water
conservation law and coordinates conservation and pollution abatement programs throughout
the state.

Lindsey Bowers of Inez is a grain merchandiser with United Ag and farms with her family. She
is a secretary and treasurer with the South Texas Country Elevator Association and a member
of the South Texas Cotton and Grain Association, Texas Corn Producers, and Texas Sorghum.
She is on the poultry committee with the Victoria Livestock Show and the sponsorship commit-
tee with the E1 Campo FFA Booster Club, as well as co-chairs St. Philip Pioneer Booster Club.
Bowers received a Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Business from Texas A&M University.

“We are excited to welcome Lindsey Bowers to the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation
Board,” said Executive Director Kendria Ray. “Her background will bring valuable insight to
the TSSWCB. We look forward to working alongside her as we continue advancing conservation
efforts that protect Texas’ soil and water resources for future generations.”

This appointment is subject to Senate confirmation.
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