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 AUGUST 2015 

 
The TSSWCB produces this monthly update of the agency’s activities as an informational service to local 
Soil and Water Conservation District Directors. I hope you find this information helpful, and if you have any 
questions about specific programs or projects please don’t hesitate to call your local field representative or 
our state headquarters.  
REX ISOM 
Executive Director 
 

 

 
 
 
 

UPCOMING STATE BOARD WORK 
SESSION AND MEETING 
 
The State Board has tentatively scheduled a 
Work Session on Wednesday, September 16, 
2015 and a formal State Board Meeting on 
Thursday, September 17, 2015 in Temple. More 
information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/boardmeetings, or 
by contacting Karen Preece at (254) 773-2250, 
ext. 245 or kpreece@tsswcb.texas.gov. 

 
FISCAL OPERATIONS 
 
August 31st is the deadline for submitting FY2015 
Regular and Supplemental Matching Fund claims. 
 
August 31st is the deadline for submitting a 
FY2015 online Performance Report for Technical 
Assistance.  
 
August 31st is the deadline for completing online 
purchase verification for any information 
technology assistance received during FY2015. 
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TEXAS STATE SOIL & WATER 
CONSERVATION BOARD 
Program News and Activities 

 
Follow TSSWCB on Twitter, Facebook, and 
LinkedIn! 

http://twitter.com/TSSWCB 

http://www.facebook.com/tsswcb 

http://www.linkedin.com/company/968674 
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September 1st is the deadline for submitting a 
FY2015 Financial Statement / Audit Notification 
Form. 
 
September 30th is the deadline for submitting 
FY2015 4th Quarter Director Mileage and Per 
Diem claims and return of unused advance funds. 
 
September 30th is the deadline for submitting 
FY2015 regular and supplemental Technical 
Assistance claims. 
 
September 30th is the deadline for submitting 
FY2015 baseline data for the Conservation 
Activities Program. 

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
2015 Annual Meeting of District Directors 
 
Mark your calendars for October 26-28, 2015 and 
plan on attending the 75th Annual State Meeting 
held in Corpus Christi. 
 
Reservations for the 75th Annual State Meeting at 
the Omni Bayfront Tower please call 1-800-The 
OMNI.  
 
We will have a different schedule for our Annual 
Meeting our award presentation will be Monday 
night at the banquet. Please be sure and join us 
this year for our 75th Annual Meeting.  
 
Exhibitor Information for the 75th Annual 
Meeting can be found at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/en/swcds/annual
meeting 
 
ROOM UPDATE: Currently there are no rooms 
available for Tuesday night, the only way 
these rooms will become available is if folks 
cancel their reservation. Rooms are still 
available for Sunday and Monday night. 
 
Federal Rules Defining “Waters of the United 
States” Under the Clean Water Act 
 
On August 28, 2015, the final rule defining the 
scope of waters protected under the federal Clean 
Water Act became effective. The rule was jointly 
proposed by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers (Corps). The final rule was published in 
the Federal Register on June 29, 2015. 
 
In light of several U.S. Supreme Court cases, the 
rule seeks to increase predictability and 
consistency by increasing clarity as to the scope 
of ‘‘waters of the United States’’ protected under 
the Clean Water Act. 
 
Thirty-one States, including Texas, and a variety 
of industry, agricultural, and environmental 
groups, including Texas Farm Bureau, have filed 
numerous lawsuits challenging the rule. A federal 
District Court in North Dakota has granted a 
preliminary injunction in one of the lawsuits that 
temporarily blocks the EPA and the Corps from 
implementing the final rule in 13 States (not 
Texas). 
 
More information on this federal rulemaking is 
available at http://www.epa.gov/uswaters. 
 
TSSWCB Facebook and Twitter 
 
Be sure and check out our Facebook and Twitter. 
We have over an increase of nearly 500 likes 
which brings our total for TSSWCB to 723 likes. 
We highly encourage districts to join the social 
media movement.  
 

 
WATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROGRAM 
 
With the enactment of Senate Bill 503 in 1993, 
the Texas Legislature designated the Texas State 
Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB) 
the lead agency in the state for the abatement, 
management, and prevention of nonpoint source 
pollution from agricultural or silvicultural sources.  
Additionally, the Legislature authorized the 
agency to administer a certified water quality 
management plan (WQMP) program, complete 
with a cost-share program to incentivize 
participation and offset the cost of implementing 
soil and water land improvement measures, for 
lands within the state.  While the TSSWCB makes 
the program available on a statewide basis, the 
State Board approves priorities based on activity 
and geography to target the cost-share incentive 
funding to the areas of the state that exhibit the 

http://www.epa.gov/uswaters
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most need for nonpoint source pollution 
abatement. 
 
The purpose of cost-share funding is to provide 
an incentive to landowners or operators to install 
soil and water conservation land improvement 
measures consistent with the purpose of 
controlling erosion, conserving water, and/or 
protecting water quality.  Rule requires this be 
done in accordance with a water quality 
management plan certified by the State Board.  
  
For the current biennium, the staff of the State 
Board conducted a stakeholder process through a 
survey submitted to each of the state’s 216 soil 
and water conservation districts (SWCDs).  Each 
survey contained information regarding the known 
agricultural and silvicultural nonpoint source water 
quality concerns that pertained to the local SWCD 
and the State District (Area) of the SWCD.  Input 
was requested and received on these known 
concerns.  Additionally, the staff of the State 
Board solicited SWCDs for any local concern not 
known to the state.  All 216 completed and 
returned their surveys. 
 
The State Board may allocate funds appropriated 
from general revenue fund and other sources for 
cost-share incentive funding among particular soil 
and water conservation land improvement 
measures, specific SWCDs, among areas of the 
state through cost-share incentive priorities, or a 
combination thereof, and may adjust such 
allocations throughout the year as available funds 
and SWCD needs and priorities change in order 
to achieve the most efficient use of state funds. 
Additionally, the State Board may designate a 
portion of the funds allocated to a SWCD or to 
cost-share incentive priorities to reimburse 
SWCDs for obligations incurred in administering 
cost-share incentive activities. 
 
At the July 16, 2015 State Board meeting the 
Board approved Area Allocations, Cost-Share 
Incentive Priorities, Criteria and Point Values for 
ranking cost-share request.  This information will 
be used by the Regional Office staff to rank cost-
share request on September 7, 2015.  Additional 
rankings will occur every month after that until all 
funds are obligated. 

More information on the Water Quality 
Management Plan Program is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/en/wqmp 

TEXAS NONPOINT SOURCE 
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

The federal Clean Water Act (CWA) requires 
states to develop a program to protect the quality 
of water resources from the adverse effects of 
nonpoint source (NPS) water pollution. The Texas 
NPS Management Program is the State’s 
comprehensive strategy for addressing NPS 
pollution. The program publication is updated 
every five years. The most recent revision was 
submitted by the Governor in June 2012 and 
thusly approved by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). The Texas NPS 
Management Program is jointly administered by 
the TSSWCB and the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ). 
 
Implementation of the Texas NPS Management 
Program involves partnerships among many 
organizations. With the extent and variety of NPS 
issues across Texas, cooperation across political 
boundaries is essential. SWCDs are vital partners 
in working with landowners to implement best 
management practices (BMPs) that prevent and 
abate agricultural and silvicultural NPS water 
pollution. 
 
More information on the Texas NPS Management 
Program is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/managementprogra
m. 
 
Nonpoint Source Grant Program 
 
FY2010 – FY2014 CWA §319(h) Grant Status 
There are currently 32 on-going §319(h) grant-
funded projects addressing a wide array of 
agricultural and silvicultural NPS issues. 
Unliquidated federal funds for these 32 on-going 
projects total approximately $7.8 million and are 
primarily being used to implement BMPs to abate 
NPS pollution from animal feeding operations, 
grazing livestock operations and row crop 
operations; provide technical assistance through 
SWCDs for the development of WQMPs; provide 
financial incentives for implementing certain 

http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/en/wqmp
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/managementprogram
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/managementprogram
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BMPs prescribed in WQMPs; support various 
targeted educational programs; develop and 
implement Watershed Protection Plans (WPP); 
and implement the NPS portion of Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDL) Implementation Plans (I-Plan). 
 
FY2013 – FY2015 State Grant Status 
There are currently 20 on-going projects 
addressing an array of agricultural and 
silvicultural NPS issues. Unliquidated state funds 
for these 20 on-going projects total approximately 
$1.5 million and are primarily being used to 
implement agricultural NPS components of TMDL 
I-Plans; conduct Recreational Use Attainability 
Analyses (RUAA); support increased analytical 
infrastructure at public bacterial source tracking 
(BST) laboratories; demonstrate innovative BMPs 
on animal feeding operations and grazing lands; 
and collect and analyze water quality data for 
watersheds with impaired waterbodies.  
 
Water Quality Planning and 
Implementation 
 
Surface Water Quality Standards Revision 
On July 27, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Ashley 
Wendt, Liza Marshall] participated the Surface 
Water Quality Monitoring Guidance Advisory 
Workgroup Meeting in Austin. This workgroup 
advises the TCEQ on revisions to the Guidance 
for Assessing and Reporting Surface Water 
Quality in Texas. The Guidance is then used to 
evaluate data and information for development of 
the Texas Integrated Report of Surface Water 
Quality for Clean Water Act Sections 305(b) and 
303(d). Topics discussed at the meeting included 
an update on the 2014 water quality assessment; 
water quality standards; and an overview of the 
process and goals for the upcoming 2016 
assessment. A presentation on Implementation of 
the Clean Water Act Section 303(d) Program 
Vision was also given.  
 
The main focus of the meeting was on the 2016 
Guidance revisions to assessment procedures 
which included changes to drought, biological and 
nutrient assessments. Nutrient assessment for 
lakes and reservoirs changed substantially 
following partial EPA approval of chlorophyll a 
criteria in 2013 for 39 of 75 reservoirs in Texas. 
This then led the TCEQ to develop a weight of 
evidence approach with two flow charts deriving 

narrative and numeric criteria, with chlorophyll a 
serving as the primary indicator, to assessing 
reservoirs and lakes without an approved 
chlorophyll a criteria. Estuarine and stream 
systems have yet to have a nutrient assessment 
protocol developed.   
 
Several changes were also made to the screening 
levels for metals, organic substances in fish tissue 
and sediment. More information on this Guidance 
Advisory Workgroup is available at 
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/waterquality/assessme
nt/swqmgawg.html. 
 
Water Quality Monitoring Plan Training  
On August 6-7, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Liza 
Parker] attended a Fundamentals of Developing a 
Water Quality Monitoring Plan training in Temple. 
The workshop covered developing surface water 
quality monitoring plans for watershed 
characterization and evaluation of water quality 
improvements and BMP effectiveness.  Training 
topics included data quality objectives, identifying 
available data, selecting monitoring types, 
obtaining stakeholder input and more. 
 
Watershed Coordinator Roundtable 
On August 12, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Ashley 
Wendt, Liza Parker, TJ Helton, Mitch Conine] 
attended the Texas Watershed Coordinator 
Roundtable in San Marcos. Over 65 people 
attended, representing many of the on-going 
watershed planning efforts across the state. 
Topics discussed included the Clean Water Act 
Section 319(h) Grant Program, streamlining WPP 
development and stakeholder efforts, Texas 
Stream Team, San Marcos River native riparian 
habitat restoration, and statewide land trends. 
Also, presentations on United States Department 
of Agriculture - Natural Resources Conservation 
Service and Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Partnership and Land Stewardship programs 
were given. 
 
More information about Watershed Coordinator 
Roundtables can be found at 
http://watershedplanning.tamu.edu/developing/rou
ndtable.  
 
STATE DISTRICT III 
 
Cypress Creek 
Concerns: Dissolved Oxygen, Bacteria 

http://www.tceq.texas.gov/waterquality/assessment/swqmgawg.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/waterquality/assessment/swqmgawg.html
http://watershedplanning.tamu.edu/developing/roundtable
http://watershedplanning.tamu.edu/developing/roundtable
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Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On August 17, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Brian 
Koch] attended a WPP meeting for Cypress 
Creek in Wimberley. This meeting was held to 
update stakeholders on the WPP and pending 
implementation.  
 
More information is available at 
http://www.cypresscreekproject.org/. This WPP 
has the potential to affect livestock and farming 
operations in the Cypress Creek watershed in 
Hays County. 
Oso Bay and Oso Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Mechanism: TMDL 
Lead:  TCEQ 
 
On August 11, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Brian 
Koch] attended a TMDL/I-plan meeting for Oso 
Creek in Corpus Christi. This meeting was held to 
form a steering committee. Meeting participants 
decided on a 15 person committee, consisting of 
landowners, city and county officials, 
developers/builders, and education and outreach 
experts. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/waterquality/tmdl/67-
osobaybacteria.html. This TMDL has the potential 
to affect livestock and farming operations in the 
Oso Bay/Creek watershed in Nueces County. 
 
Plum Creek 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Concerns: Nutrients 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
Project: “Implementing Agricultural 

Nonpoint Source Components of 
the Plum Creek Watershed 
Protection Plan”, Caldwell-Travis 
SWCD #304; Federal $150,788 

Project: “Coordinating Implementation of 
the Plum Creek Watershed 
Protection Plan”, Guadalupe-
Blanco River Authority; Federal 
$218,069/ External $145,315 

Project: “Surface Water Quality Monitoring 
to Support Implementation of the 
Plum Creek Watershed Protection 
Plan”, Guadalupe-Blanco River 

Authority; Federal $281,887/ 
External $187,925 

 
On August 13, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Liza 
Parker] attended the Plum Creek Watershed 
Partnership Steering Committee meeting in 
Uhland. The meeting focused on implementation 
status of the WPP. Guest speaker, State 
Representative John Cyrier, discussed the 
legislative process and recent legislation 
regarding water and conservation issues. Other 
topics that were discussed in the meeting 
included upcoming clean up events and available 
opportunities to obtain WQMPs in the watershed. 
More information is available at 
http://plumcreek.tamu.edu/. This WPP affects 
livestock and farming operations in the Plum 
Creek watershed in Caldwell and Hays Counties. 
 
STATE DISTRICT IV 
 
Cedar Bayou 
Impairment: Bacteria 
Concerns: Macrobenthic Community, 

Dissolved Oxygen, Nutrients 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 
Project: “Development of a Watershed 

Protection Plan for Cedar Bayou”, 
Houston-Galveston Area Council; 
Federal $804,000/ External 
$353,876 

 
On July 30, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Ashley 
Wendt] attended a Cedar Bayou Watershed 
Partnership meeting in Baytown. The meeting 
focused on rolling out the completed draft of the 
WPP. Chapters one through four of the WPP had 
previously been approved by the stakeholders. A 
30-day public comment period of the document 
opened on August 5 and will close on September 
5, 2015. 
 
More information is available at 
http://www.cedarbayouwatershed.com. This WPP 
affects farming and livestock operations in the 
Cedar Bayou watershed in Harris, Liberty, and 
Chambers Counties. 
 
Double Bayou 
Impairment: Bacteria, Dissolved Oxygen 
Mechanism: WPP 
Lead:  TSSWCB 

http://www.cypresscreekproject.org/
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/waterquality/tmdl/67-osobaybacteria.html
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/waterquality/tmdl/67-osobaybacteria.html
http://plumcreek.tamu.edu/
http://www.cedarbayouwatershed.com/
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Project: “Development of a Watershed 
Protection Plan for Double Bayou”, 
Houston Advanced Research 
Center; Federal $1,023,614/ 
External $388,149 

 
On August 18, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Brian 
Koch] attended a stakeholder meeting for the 
Double Bayou WPP in Double Bayou. This 
meeting was held to update stakeholders on load 
reductions needed in the non-tidal area of the 
watershed. Also, more WPP chapters were 
reviewed by the stakeholders. The WPP is 
expected to be completed by early 2016. 
More information is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/watersheds#doubleb
ayou. This WPP has the potential to affect 
agricultural operations in the Double Bayou 
watershed in Chambers and Liberty Counties. 
 
OTHER DISTRICT IV PROJECTS 
 
Project: “Recreational Use Attainability 

Analysis for Ten Creeks in the Red 
River and Neches Basins”, Texas 
Institute for Applied Environmental 
Research at Tarleton State 
University: State $406,298* 

 
On August 3, 2015, TSSWCB SRM staff [Mitch 
Conine] attended an RUAA meeting for Mud 
Creek and West Mud Creek in Rusk to discuss an 
ongoing RUAA and inform local stakeholders on 
the findings of the last field survey as well as 
release the final report for a 30 day comment 
period. More information on this RUAA as well as 
the Final Report is available at 
http://tiaer.tarleton.edu/ruaa/index.html  
 
On August 4, 2015, TSSWCB SRM [Mitch 
Conine] staff attended an RUAA meeting for 
Prairie Creek, Neches River Above Lake 
Palestine, Mud Creek and West Mud Creek in 
Tyler to discuss an ongoing RUAA and inform 
local stakeholders on the findings of the last field 
survey as well as release the final report for a 30 
day comment period. More information on this 
RUAA as well as the Final Report is available at 
http://tiaer.tarleton.edu/ruaa/index.html 
 
On August 10, 2015, TSSWCB SRM [Mitch 
Conine] staff attended the Kickapoo and Neches 
River RUAA Meeting in Chandler to discuss an 

ongoing RUAA and inform local stakeholders on 
the findings of the last field survey as well as 
release the final report for a 30 day comment 
period. More information on this RUAA as well as 
the Final Report is available at 
http://tiaer.tarleton.edu/ruaa/index.html 
 
Project: “Recreational Use Attainability 

Analysis for One Segment in the 
Red River Basin and One Water 
Body in the Sabine River Basin”, 
Texas Institute for Applied 
Environmental Research at 
Tarleton State University: State 
$287,470* 

On August 13, 2015 SRM staff [Brian Koch] 
attended an RUAA meeting for Little Cypress 
Bayou in Orange.  This meeting was held to 
update stakeholders on the findings of the first 
round of sampling that took place in July 2015.  
TIAER staff did not observe any recreation in the 
bayou, but did find evidence of fishing and 
boating along the bayou.  One more sampling 
event will take place.  More information is 
available at http://tiaer.tarleton.edu/ruaa/little-
cypress-bayou.html 
STATEWIDE PROJECTS (NOT WATERSHED 
SPECIFIC) 
Project: “Delivery of Lone Star Healthy 

Streams Feral Hog Component 
and Providing Technical 
Assistance on Feral Hog 
Management in Priority 
Watersheds”, Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service; Federal 
$491,227/External $312,768  

 
Feral Hog Management Workshops were held in 
San Antonio on August 13 and Palo Pinto on 
August 18. There were 75 and 40 attendees, 
respectively, at the workshops that were 
sponsored by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension and 
TSSWCB.  The workshops provided participants 
with information about the basic biology of feral 
hogs and their damage in watersheds, population 
dynamics, and laws and regulations regarding 
feral hogs. Also, participants learned about 
agricultural regulations regarding feral hogs, 
disease concerns, and feral hog control.  More 
information about the Lone Star Healthy Streams 
Feral Hog Component is available at 
http://lshs.tamu.edu. 

http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/watersheds%23doublebayou
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/watersheds%23doublebayou
http://tiaer.tarleton.edu/ruaa/index.html
http://tiaer.tarleton.edu/ruaa/index.html
http://tiaer.tarleton.edu/ruaa/index.html
http://tiaer.tarleton.edu/ruaa/little-cypress-bayou.html
http://tiaer.tarleton.edu/ruaa/little-cypress-bayou.html
http://lshs.tamu.edu/
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Project: “Continued Statewide Delivery of 

the Texas Watershed Steward 
Program”, Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service; Federal 
$417,398/ External $72,033 

 
A Texas Watershed Steward workshop took place 
on July 21, 2015 in League City. Over 40 people 
attended the workshop that was sponsored by the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, Dickinson 
Bayou Watershed Partnership, Sea Grant Texas, 
and TSSWCB. The training included an overview 
of water quality and watershed management in 
Texas as well as current efforts to help improve 
and protect Dickinson Bayou. Attendees also 
learned about community-driven watershed 
protection and management.  
 
More information on the Texas Watershed 
Steward Program is available at 
http://tws.tamu.edu/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RIO GRANDE CARRIZO CANE 
ERADICATION PROGRAM 
 
Large dense stands of invasive, non-native 
carrizo cane (Arundo donax) now occupy the 
banks and floodplains of the Rio Grande, 
thwarting law enforcement efforts along the 
international border, impeding and concealing the 
detection of criminal activity, restricting law 
enforcement officers’ access to riverbanks, and 
impairing the ecological function and biodiversity 
of the Rio Grande. 
 
In order to help meet the Governor’s border 
security priorities, the 84th Texas Legislature, in 
2015, directed the TSSWCB, through SB1734, to 

Upcoming Public Meetings 
•   September 1, 2015 – Feral Hog and Lone 

Star Healthy Streams Workshop (Seguin)   
•   September 3. 2015 – Feral Hog Workshop 

(Bryan) 
•   September 3, 2015 – Riparian and Stream 

Ecosystem Workshop, San Gabriel River 
(Georgetown) 

•   September 3, 2015 – Galveston Bay 
Council Water and Sediment Quality 
Workgroup Meeting (Houston) 

•   September 10, 2015 – Regional Watershed 
Coordinator Steering Committee 
(Columbus) 

• September 10, 2015 – TGPC Public 
Outreach and Education Meeting (Austin) 

• September 10, 2015 – Bois D’ Arc Creek 
RUAA Meeting (Bonham) 

• September 15, 2015 – Double Bayou 
Watershed Protection Plan Meeting 
(Double Bayou) 

• September 15, 2015 – Choctaw and Iron 
Ore Creeks RUAA Meeting (Sherman) 

• September 16, 2015 – Smith Creek RUAA 
Meeting (Paris) 

• September 16, 2015 – San Miguel RUAA 
Meeting (Pearsall) 

• September 17, 2015 – Mud Creek RUAA 
Meeting (DeKalb) 

• September 22, 2015 – East and West 
Forks San Jacinto River I-Plan Meeting 
(The Woodlands) 

• September 29, 2015 – Galveston Bay 
Council Budget and Priorities 
Subcommittee Meeting (Houston) 

 

http://tws.tamu.edu/
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develop and implement a program to eradicate 
carrizo cane along the Rio Grande. On March13, 
2015, Senator Carlos Uresti introduced SB1734. 
SB1734 was signed by the Governor on June 10, 
2015; the statute is effective immediately. 
 
Carrizo cane is considered one of the greatest 
threats to the health of riparian ecosystems in the 
southwestern United States, with great negative 
impact to biodiversity and ecological processes. 
Arundo does not provide any food sources or 
nesting habitats for native wildlife. As a result of 
this weed’s high evapotranspiration capacity, 
infestations threaten water supplies for 
agricultural and municipal drinking water uses in 
south Texas. 
 
The TSSWCB must develop a program that 
establishes long-term management of invasive 
carrizo cane at a landscape scale along the entire 
1,255-mile Rio Grande, an international border 
with great ecological and cultural significance. 
Comprehensively addressing the impacts of 
arundo on border security are paramount to the 
program, while also accruing benefits to the 
ecosystem health of the Rio Grande. 
 
TSSWCB is currently in the very early phases of 
developing this program and the agency is 
seeking any information from the public and 
governmental entities on how best to implement a 
program to control arundo. The process to 
develop a program will involve affected 
landowners, municipalities, other state and 
federal governmental entities, and concerned 
citizens. 
 
On July 29, 2015, TSSWCB staff met with Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department staff in Austin to 
discuss methods to control carrizo cane. 
 
On August 12, 2015, TSSWCB staff attended the 
U.S. International Boundary and Water 
Commission Lower Rio Grande Citizens’ Forum in 
Mercedes. A presentation on the Rio Grande 
Carrizo Cane Eradication Program was given by 
TSSWCB staff at the meeting. 
 
A newly developed fact sheet for the Rio Grande 
Carrizo Cane Eradication Program is available on 
the program webpage. 
 

More information on the Rio Grande Carrizo Cane 
Eradication Program is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/arundo. 

 
WATER SUPPLY ENHANCEMENT 
PROGRAM 
 
In order to help meet the State’s critical water 
conservation needs and ensure availability of 
water supplies, the TSSWCB administers the 
WSEP to increase available surface and ground 
water supplies through the targeted control of 
brush species that are detrimental to water 
conservation (e.g., juniper, mesquite, saltcedar). 
The 83rd Texas Legislature continued funding for 
the WSEP by providing $2,135,413 in general 
revenue funds for FY2015. 
 
WSEP staff activities (from July 29, 2015 to 
August 28, 2015): 
 

• WSEP staff assisted SWCD Directors with 
WSEP issues at board meetings for the 
Kendall SWCD #216, Kerr County SWCD 
#217, Pedernales SWCD #218, Bandera 
SWCD #229, Upper Nueces-Frio SWCD 
#238, Caldwell-Travis SWCD #304, and 
Gonzales County SWCD #338. 

 
• WSEP staff assisted Conservation 

Planners in the Upper Guadalupe River, 
Pedernales River, Frio River, Upper 
Nueces River, and Edwards Aquifer 
projects and worked with landowners in 
several project watersheds to develop 
cost-share contracts. 

 
• On June 20, 2015, the Governor signed 

HB 1, the general appropriations bill for 
the 2016-2017 biennium. The 84th Texas 
Legislature continued funding for the 
WSEP by providing $2,638,413 in general 
revenue funds for each fiscal year of the 
new biennium. This is an increase of $1M 
across the biennium for the WSEP. This 
increase partially funds the exceptional 
item included in the agency’s Legislative 
Appropriations Request for the new 
biennium, which sought additional funding 
to partially meet unmet demand for cost-
share to landowners and to conduct new 
feasibility studies. 

http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/arundo
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• On August 3, 2015, the request for 

proposals (RFP) for water supply 
enhancement projects seeking funding in 
FY2016 to conduct brush control closed. 
TSSWCB received 48 applications 
requesting over $6.35M in cost-share 
funds. A competitive proposal review 
process will be used so that the most 
appropriate and effective projects are 
selected for funding. Project proposals will 
be evaluated giving priority to projects that 
balance the most critical water 
conservation need of municipal water user 
groups with the highest potential water 
yield from brush control. More information 
about the RFP is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/brushcontrol#
rfp. 

 
• On August 12, 2015, TSSWCB staff 

attended the U.S. International Boundary 
and Water Commission Lower Rio Grande 
Citizens’ Forum in Mercedes. A 
presentation on the WSEP was given by 
TSSWCB staff at the meeting. 

 
• A newly developed fact sheet for the 

WSEP is available on the program 
webpage. 

 
More information on the WSEP is available at 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/brushcontrol. 
 

 
FLOOD CONTROL DAM PROGRAMS 
 
The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation 
Board (TSSWCB) is appropriated general 
revenue by the Texas Legislature to provide 
grants to the sponsors of flood control dams for 
operation, maintenance, repair, and rehabilitation.  
The TSSWCB administers an Operation and 
Maintenance (O&M) Grant Program and a 
Structural Repair Grant Program, both of which 
are administered according to rules adopted by 
the State Board in 31TAC529.  The rules for 
these programs specify which flood control dams 
are eligible for funding, the entities that are 
eligible to apply and receive funding, and the 
conditions under which a grant must be 
administered, matched, and reported. 

 
For FY2013, $2,050,997 was allocated to 69 dam 
sponsors to conduct O&M activities on flood 
control dams through August 26, 2015.   All 
FY2013 funds have been utilized. 
 
For FY2015, $1,000,000 was allocated to 69 dam 
sponsors to conduct O&M activities on flood 
control dams through June 30, 2017.  To date 
there is a balance of $453,642 that still needs to 
be spent before the June 2017 deadline. 

The TSSWCB has contracted with the Dalworth 
SWCD to conduct a major repair on Mountain 
Creek, Site 10, in Ellis County using $5,600,000 
of FY2014 funds.  

The TSSWCB has also contracted with the 
McCulloch SWCD to conduct repairs on Deep 
Creek, Site 8, in McCulloch County using 
$362,000 of FY2015 funds. 

The TSSWCB will be contracting with the Ellis-
Prairie SWCD to complete needed repairs on 
Chambers Creek site 5 in Ellis County. 

The TSSWCB has also  contracted with Wise 
County to conduct repairs on Denton Creek site 
17 in Wise County using $222,948 of FY2015 
funds. 

For more information on these programs, please 
visit the TSSWCB's website at: 
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/en/floodcontrol 
 

 
 
 
Monthly Program News and Activities is published 
by the TSSWCB for use by Texas SWCD 
Directors. If you have any questions regarding its 
contents, or have information you would like to 
see in a future issue, please call (254) 773-2250. 
 

http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/brushcontrol%23rfp
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/brushcontrol%23rfp
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/brushcontrol
http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/en/floodcontrol
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4311 SOUTH 31ST STREET, SUITE 125 

TEMPLE, TEXAS  76502 
 

(254) 773-2250 http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov 
 
Established in 1939, the TSSWCB administers 
Texas’ soil and water conservation law and 
delivers coordinated natural resource 
conservation programs to agricultural producers 
through the State’s 216 individual SWCDs. The 
agency is governed by a seven-member State 
Board composed of two Governor appointees and 
five individuals elected from across Texas by 
1,080 Directors of local SWCDs. The TSSWCB is 
the lead state agency for planning, implementing, 
and managing programs for preventing and 
abating agricultural and silvicultural (forestry)  
nonpoint sources of water pollution; administers a 
water supply enhancement program through the 
targeted control of brush species in areas in need 
of water conservation; provides operation, 
maintenance, and structural repair grant funds to 
local government sponsors of the State’s network 
of 2,000 flood control dams; and facilitates the 
Texas Invasive Species Coordinating Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/

