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Channelization improves 
access but destroys the 
riparian/floodplain 
functions necessary to 
maintain healthy streams.

Channelization Within 
Urban Centers
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For riparian zones/streams that 
are not functioning properly, 
“changes have to be made that 
allow them to recover (e.g. 
acquire adequate vegetation). 
Recovery starts with acquiring 
the right element (s) to 
dissipate energy, which puts 
the physical processes into 
working order” (Prichard 
1998).
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